[[figure caption="Achille Bocchi -Libertas Populi Bononiensis" width="120px" fancybox="true"]]figures/2012/debenedictis_libertas/debenedictis_libertas_2012_01. The form in which they are proposed now to the readers of «StoricaMente» is substantially the same in which they were presented in Washington, where, according to the conference norms, they were limited to a length of twenty minutes.
In this dossier only a few quotations, short textual notes and essential bibliography have been added at the end of each paper. This material, which is not communicable in an oral report of twenty minutes, was then distributed to the participants in the panel by means of a handout.
The three papers were presented on March 23, 2012. Introduced, as usual, by a Chair (Nicholas Terpstra, University of Toronto), they were then Storicamente, 8 (2012) ISSN: 1825-411X | DOI: 10.12977/stor555 p. 1 discussed by a Respondant (Julius Kirshner, University of Chicago).
The program remains visible at the site of The Renaissance Society of America , p. 337.
To the issue of "civic republicanism in the early modern" «Storicamente» has already dedicated some space with an essay by Nicholas Terpstra, which was the extension of a paper given at the 2006 annual meeting of the Renaissance Society of America, held that year in San Francisco [1] .
If, on the one hand, the perspective from which the subject was addressed in the panel at the 2012 meeting in Washington is different from Tepstra's view, on the other it is entirely complementary, since the complexity of civic republicanism in the early modern requires a plurality of observation points and analyses.
The proposal was aimed at identifying discourses about civic libertas and thus also its raison d'être, namely the government of the res publica, in fourcentury texts belonging to different literary genres: a city's history, a history of Regnum Italiae, a short political treatise dedicated to the pope who was sovereign of the city. These sources show how that specific civic discourse belongs to broader political discourses focusing the relationship between libertas and sovereignty.
For this reason the three papers are published here in the section "Sources and documents".
